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understanding the regulations
Well, the rain season has officially started for California, and many parts of the State have already
received their first rain events. As many industrial permittees already know, the new Industrial General
Permit has dramatically changed the definition of a Qualifying Storm Event, and coupled with the
possibility of a historically large El Niño bringing a torrential amount of rain to California, this year could
be a very interesting year for storm water sampling. For those of you who may be a little foggy on
Qualifying Storm Events, here is a brief refresher.
So, what all has changed in the new Industrial General
Permit regarding Qualifying Storm Events? Well first of all,
starting this year, the “3 dry days” between storm events rule no
longer applies. The time between Qualifying Storm Events has
been reduced to 48 hours with no discharge. But
notice that this doesn’t necessarily mean 48 hours
without precipitation – it could drizzle on and
off for two days before enough rain falls to
cause a discharge, which would trigger
the start of the Qualifying Storm Event.
Once discharge starts at your facility, the
Permit allows a 4-hour window for
collecting samples. If the discharge started
during non-business hours, the Permit makes
allowance for this by permitting facilities to collect
samples when business hours begin, provided that
12 hours have not elapsed since the discharge
began. Another change in the new Permit is that
there is no longer a “wet season.” Permittees are now required
to collect storm water samples regardless of the time of year.
Thunderstorms in July can now be classified as Qualifying Storm
Events if they cause storm water to discharge from your site.
One last significant change to the new permit is the required
number of samples that must be collected per year. The new
Permit requires dischargers to collect a total of four (4) samples
per reporting year: two during July-December, and two during
January-June.

When do you have to collect samples? As stated in the
previous paragraph, the Permit only requires dischargers to
collect four samples per year, so there’s no need to run out and
collect samples from each Qualifying Storm Event. First of all,
only collect samples during a Qualifying Storm Event that meets
all the criteria in Section XI.B of the IGP – one that
produces a discharge from at least one drainage
area, and is preceded by 48 hours with no
discharge. But there are a few exceptions
to this rule. If hazardous conditions are
present, or if the storm event happens
during non-business hours, you are not
required to collect storm water samples (see
Section XI.C.6). So, when the first Qualifying
Storm Event comes along, don’t miss the
opportunity to collect your samples – but
remember that there is a four-hour window to
do so. Resist the urge to collect samples as
soon as the discharge begins, because the resulting sample will
probably not be representative of your facility’s overall
discharge. Also, don’t allow any Qualifying Storm Events to go
by with the excuse of “I’m busy; I’ll just sample the next storm.”
You need two samples per 6 months (Jul-Dec & Jan-Jun), so get
them out of the way; but at the same time, be safe and don’t try
to sample in dangerous conditions. (Continued on next page)
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What should you do to get ready for the next Qualifying Storm

Event? A good place to start is to make sure that the sample bottle kit you received
from your laboratory is complete. It’s a good idea to check your sample bottle kit
against the Chain of Custody form to make sure everything is there. Next, prepare
your sampling equipment. Get your PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) together,
along with your rain coat, rubber boots, sample collection devices, and everything
else you may need. Don’t forget to get a bag of ice or two to keep your samples
cold while transporting them to the lab. Once you get everything organized, it’s a
good idea to store it all in a single location so you can grab it and run at a moment’s
notice. Finally, keep an eye on the weather forecast – know if there are any rain
storms coming, and be ready to collect your samples.
Don’t let the rain catch you sleeping. And remember, every discharger only has one
chance at Baseline status under the new Industrial General Permit. If any of your
sampling results come back over the Numeric Action Levels in Table 2 of the IGP, at
the beginning of the next reporting year you will be moved to Level 1 status for that
parameter – which could end up costing quite a bit of money. Make sure your
BMPs are maintained and adequate for your situation. It may save you a headache
(and a wallet-ache) later on.

“To Do List” for October:

 Perform the October monthly inspection
 If you haven’t done so, perform your Fall

storm water training for facility personnel.

 Inspect your facility for housekeeping and

maintenance items that need to be
addressed before the rain season begins.

Storm Water Awareness Week
Keynote Sessions
If you missed any of the keynote sessions for
Storm Water Awareness Week 2015, you can still
watch them (free of charge) by going to
www.stormwaterawareness.org or clicking on the
images below.

Weather Tracking with WGR’s Storm Chaser
If you come into the WGR office on a cloudy day, you are likely to find Aaron Ortiz,
WGR’s storm chaser, surrounded by monitors filled with every different type of weather
report and Doppler Radar readouts imaginable. In this brief podcast, Aaron gives some
tips for checking the weather forecast and determining which storms could be a
Qualifying Storm Event, along with storm water sampling advice gleaned from years of
experience.
Please contact us if you have any questions …
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Weather Resources (Mentioned by Aaron in the podcast)
Weather.com Radar Map: http://www.weather.com/weather/radar/interactive/l/l
Weather Underground Radar Map: http://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/
KCRA Radar Map: http://www.kcra.com/weather/radar

Need a SWPPP revision for the new permit?
Give us a call at (209) 334-5363, ext. 114

Technical Questions about Environmental
Compliance?
Call …
Aaron Ortiz, QISP, ToR, aortiz@wgr-sw.com
(209) 334-5363 ext. 114
Steve Teravskis, steravskis@wgr-sw.com
(209) 334-5363 ext. 115
Chelsea Dreyer, cdreyer@wgr-sw.com
(562) 799-8510 ext. 1003

