
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The new Industrial General Permit (Order 2014-0057-DWQ) 
incorporates many changes from the current permit, as we 
have seen in past editions of The Rain Events.  One of the 
areas that has changed significantly is the requirements for 
combined storm water samples – a process that many 
dischargers have utilized under the current General Permit.  
But, the State feels the requirements for this technique in the 
current IGP leave room for error, so the new IGP has been 
revised to include a bunch of new requirements to help keep 
this valuable sampling technique more consistent and 
accurate. 
 
 
According to Section XI.C.5.a of the new permit, the 
discharger “may authorize an analytical laboratory to 
combine samples of equal volume from as many as four (4) 
discharge locations if the industrial activities, BMPs, and 
physical characteristics (grade, surface materials, etc.) within 
each of the drainage areas are substantially similar to one 
another.”  Notice anything different from the current 
regulations?  There’s quite a bit.  First, notice the phrase 
“…may authorize an analytical laboratory.”  Combining your 
samples is no longer something that you or your sample 
team can do in the field.  In order to keep things consistent, 
the General Permit requires that this procedure be done by 
the laboratory where you send your samples.  Second, did 
you catch the phrase “…as many as four (4) discharge 
locations”?  There is now a limit as to how many outfalls you 
can combine.  Apparently, this is not a hard and fast rule, as 

the permit gives allowance for combining more than four 
samples in Section XI.C.5.e, but only with special approval 
from Regional Water Board staff.  However, many industrial 
facilities don’t have more than four outfalls anyway, and even 
if you do, your site can still benefit from combining only four 
of them.  Third, pay attention to the phrase “…if the industrial 
activities [etc.]…are substantially similar.”  This is not too 
different from the current permit, but it is worth noting.  You 
can’t rush out and order your lab to start mixing samples if 
your outfalls are fed by drainage areas with completely 
different characteristics – say asphalt on one and gravel on 
another.  In order to qualify for combined samples, each 
drainage area must be “substantially similar.”  Industrial 
dischargers will have to make a judgment call on which 
areas of the facility are “substantially similar” in terms of 
industrial activities, BMPs, and physical characteristics, and 
substantiate the rationale as you will see in the next section. 
 
 
 
If you think your facility fulfills the above requirements for 
Qualified Combined Samples, don’t rush out and ask your 
lab to start mixing all your samples together.  There are still a 
few things you need to do.  First, the new permit requires 
dischargers who want to combine samples to revise the 
Monitoring Implementation Plan and include 
justification for how each outfall proposed to be 
combined is “substantially similar.” 
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Please contact us if you have any questions … 
The Rain Events   Newsletter Editor:
John Teravskis 
QSD/QSP, CPESC, IGPTT Participant 
jteravskis@wgr-sw.com   
(209) 334-5363 ext. 110 or (209) 649-0877 

Technical Questions about Environmental 
Compliance?   
Call … 
Aaron Ortiz, aortiz@wgr-sw.com 
 (209) 334-5363 ext. 114 

Steve Teravskis, steravskis@wgr-sw.com 
 (209) 334-5363 ext. 115 

Chelsea Dreyer, cdreyer@wgr-sw.com 
 (562) 799-8510 ext. 1003

““TToo  DDoo  LLiisstt””  ffoorr  MMaarrcchh::  

 Perform the 3rd Quarter Non-Storm Water 
Observation (Forms 2 & 3) by March 31 
(we recommend waiting until the end of 
March). 

 Have you obtained two samples yet? 
Don’t let any more qualifying rain events 
go by – there might not be too much 
more! 

 Perform and document your monthly 
storm water inspections (Form 4). 

 Schedule your Annual Comprehensive 
Site Compliance Evaluation for a date in 
May (Form 5). 

Need a SWPPP?  Give us a call at (209) 334-5363, ext. 114 

(continued from page 1) 
After revising the Monitoring Implementation Plan and including the justification 
for Qualified Combined Samples, the discharger is required to upload it onto the 
SMARTS database system.  Once this is done, Section XI.C.5.d of the new 
permit, gives permission to authorize the laboratory to combine samples of equal 
volume from up to four outfalls.  But watch out!  The Regional Water Board will be 
keeping an eye on facilities who are using Qualified Combined Samples, and if 
they don’t think your drainage areas are “substantially similar,” they can reject 
your justification or request additional supporting documentation.  If this happens, 
it’s not the end of the world, but you will not be able to combine your samples until 
you have satisfied the Regional Water Board’s requirements and they approve 
your justifications. 

The Qualified Combined Samples technique is a great resource for industrial 
permittees, but it is not something that can be taken lightly.  Before getting excited 
and telling your lab to start mixing your samples, make sure to do your homework.  
Inspect your site with the eyes of a regulator, and if you can see them agreeing 
with your assessment, make the necessary changes to your Monitoring 
Implementation Plan, and upload it to SMARTS.  On your next rain event, go 
ahead and authorize the lab to combine your samples.  If the Regional Board 
disagrees with your justifications for some reason, make sure you follow their 
guidance, and don’t combine any more samples until the Regional Board gives 
you the go-ahead. 

A laboratory’s perspective on Qualified Combined Samples 
Have you ever wanted to know just what exactly the laboratory does with your 
samples? Do you have any questions about how to set up a qualified combined storm 
water sample with your lab? Then listen to this SWPPP Radio interview as Aaron Ortiz 
of WGR Southwest interviews Rosa Venegas and Dan Farah from McCampbell 
Analytical to hear their side of the story when it comes to qualified combined samples. 

http://wgr-sw.com/podcasts/listen.php?ID=116

mailto:aortiz@wgr-sw.com
mailto:steravskis@wgr-sw.com
mailto:cdreyer@wgr-sw.com
http://pduweek.org/
http://wgr-sw.com/podcasts/listen.php?ID=116


BMP Outlet is a supply 
house for affordable erosion 
control products, drain inlet 
protection, sorbents, spill 
containment, and field instru-
ments.

We have a large inventory 
of many different types of 
product, and can usually 
order whatever you need 
for your project.

Check out our 
website!

shop.bmpoutlet.com

11780 N. HWY 99, 
Lodi CA 95220

COME SEE OUR 
SHOWROOM!

PER ROLL

$32.11

Material:  UV-treated Polypropylene
Color:  Hi-viz orange
Dimensions:  4’ x 100’
Weight: 8 lbs.

Product Specifications:

PROTEX® safety/barrier fence is a 
high-quality all-purpose fencing material - 
perfect for marking work zones, serving 
as a boundary around 
environmentally-protected areas, or 
marking off employee parking areas.  
This fence is made from 100% domestic 
reresins, is manufactured in the United 
States, and is CalTrans-approved. 

PROTEX® 
Safety/Barrier Fence

BMP Outlet   sales@bmpoutlet.com   (209) 334-5363, ext 115BMP Outlet   sales@bmpoutlet.com   (209) 334-5363, ext 115BMP Outlet   sales@bmpoutlet.com   (209) 334-5363, ext 115

$1
15
.00ON

LY

AAre you ready for the new Industrial General Permit?  As of July 1, 2015, 
dischargers will have to start analyzing pH within 15 minutes of 
collecting storm water samples.  Grab your pH quickly and 
accurately with the Oakton Waterproof pHTestr 30, a 
necessary tool for all storm water samplers.   This handy 
device is completely waterproof, and is designed to float in 
case it gets dropped in water.  The device analyzes to +/- 0.01 
pH apH accuracy, and has a quick and simple calibration process.  
The pHTestr also measures the temperature of your sample, 
allowing you to record both results simultaneously.  Also, the 
pH sensor can be easily removed and replaced to 
ensure years of accurate operation.  
Product Specifications:
- Accuracy:  +/- 0.01 pH accuracy
- Range: -1 to 15 pH
- Temperature Range: 32° to 122° F
- Batteries: (4) 1.5V button batteries
- Battery Life:  500 hours under normal conditions

- Dimension- Dimensions: 6.5”Long x 1.5” Diameter 

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3&products_id=2&zenid=vtkociej27398q8cgs5npa9pc4
http://shop.bmpoutlet.com/
https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=6&products_id=42&zenid=nf75atrlb00d5gr6g9j1v4r874
http://shop.bmpoutlet.com/


VIDEO & MEDIA

Visit us at www.youtube.com/pduweekCall (209) 334-5363, ext 107

*for 3-minute video; price may vary with length and/or video complexity

Only $900*

That’s all nice and good, but how much would it cost?

Now, instead of having to spend valuable time explaining the installation process, John and his team can point their clients to a 
easily-accessible video tutorial.

Make a video!

Inventive Resources Incorporated makes some really great products.  But their customers kept asking how to install and maintain 
their drain inserts.  Their solution?

People keep asking me how to install my drain inserts.

is Month’s Contest Question:

By March 31, 2015, submit your response to the above question by 
sending an email to steravskis@wgr-sw.com.  All persons submitting 
the correct answer will be placed in a drawing.  The winner will 
receive a $25 gift cart to Taco Bell.

What must be included in your facility’s Monitoring 
Implementation Plan before you can authorize combined 

samples?

Congratulations, Ron Vander Veen - you are correct!  The new Industrial General Permit requires permittees to 
sample four rain events per year: two from July-December, and two between January and June.

Ron wins a $25 gift card to Chipotle Mexican Grill to host a burrito-eating contest with his sample team.

How many rain events will the new Permit require you to sample per year?

Last month, the question was...

Each month, we invite our readers to participate in a contest to test their knowledge of the Industrial General 
Permit and their storm water compliance program.  We enter all submittals to our monthly newsletter question 
into a drawing, and one person is selected at random to receive a $25 gift card.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvM8jxMXmcI
https://www.youtube.com/user/pduweek
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