
 

 

NEW SPECIFICATIONS  The new training requirement was included 

in the January revision of the Caltrans specifications but it began to 

show up in job specs a few months later.  According to the Caltrans 

website, projects advertised after April 17, 2020 include this training 

requirement.   The revised section of the specification is Section 13-

1.01D(4)(b) which can be downloaded by clicking here.  

Although it is not a new requirement, Section 14-11.01 of the Caltrans 

specifications requires that a WPCM also hold a certificate of 

completion for the Title 22 Hazardous Waste Training if hazardous 

waste is or will be generated on the job site. 

NEW JOB TITLES AND ROLES – Before the most recent revision to 

the Caltrans Water Pollution Control specifications, only a Qualified 

SWPPP Developer (QSD) could fill the role of a WPCM on a Caltrans 

SWPPP project.  The new specification changes that and introduces 

two new players—the Alternate WPCM and Assistant WPCM. 

WPCM: With the changes, now a Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) 

or QSD who has completed the 8-hour Caltrans WPCM Training and 

the 4-hour Title 22 Hazardous Waste Training can operate as a WPCM 

on a project. 

Alternate WPCM: Anyone acting as a backup to the WPCM must 

meet the same credentials and training as a WPCM.  It is 

recommended that consultants name in a project SWPPP multiple 

Alternate WPCMs so that the firm has maximum flexibility during the 

project. 

 Assistant WPCM:  This is a new role and position included in the 

revised specifications.  Anyone who is performing inspections, 

sampling, training, or oversight of BMP installations, maintenance, or 

repair must be an Assistant WPCM, which requires attending the 8-

hour WPCM training.  Caltrans has clarified that this is not required 

for personnel who are performing the labor of trenching, pounding 

stakes, spraying hydraulic mulch, or installing other BMPs; but only to 

those supervising their efforts. 

NEW CLASS  Those of you who have been in this industry for more 

than ten years may remember that Caltrans once had another similar 

requirement.  It was called the Caltrans 24-hour training.  But, with 

the advent of the State Water Board’s QSP and QSD training, Caltrans 

dropped this requirement and accepted the QSP/QSD certifications.  

The problem Caltrans encountered was that, although QSPs and 

QSDs had good knowledge of the Construction General Permit and 

erosion and sediment control measures, they still lacked knowledge 

about the Caltrans way of doing things.  This knowledge could only 

be gained through experience and, many times, “trial & error”.  The 

State agency is hoping that this new class will lessen the learning 

curve; help demystify the Caltrans lingo, forms, and processes;  

effectively communicate the water pollution control specifications; 

and help standardize how their program is implemented State-wide. 

Unfortunately, Caltrans timing for the rollout of this new training 

requirement was not the greatest with the pandemic accelerating just 

as it took effect.  Only five companies have been authorized to 

provide this training.  Click here for a list of organizations offering the 

8-hour class.  Caltrans further hampered the rollout by insisting that 

the classes be taught in-person stating that there was too much value 

with live hands-on training which could not be adequately 

substituted with online training.   (However, The Monthly Dirt staff has 

taken the course and failed to find any of the training that could not 

have been just as effectively taught online.  In fact, we believe that it 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
Need to get some PDHs?  See what’s new on 

FORGE! 

Upcoming Live Online Events: 

Jan. 26 - 28, 2021:  Online QSP/QSD Class 

Register at https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/live-courses/   

Please contact us if you have any questions … 

The Monthly Dirt   Newsletter Editor: 

John Teravskis, QSP/QSD, CPESC, WPCM, QISP, ToR 
jteravskis@wgr-sw.com    
(209) 334-5363 ext. 110 or (209) 649-0877 
 
Technical Questions about Environmental  
Compliance?   
Call … 
Mike Lewis, QSP, WPCM, CESSWI   (Northern California) 
mlewis@wgr-sw.com, (209) 334-5363 ext. 116 
Gray Martz, QSP/QSD, PG  (Southern California) 
jgmartz@wgr-sw.com, (562) 799-8510  ext. 1002 

 

would have been easier to view the report forms, videos, and site photographs online 

rather than on a projector screen.)  The 8-hour training covers the new training 

requirements and revised specifications; the duties of the Water Pollution Control 

Manager, the Alternate WPCM, and the Assistant WPCM; identifies storm water program 

management resources that Caltrans maintains on its website; discusses the SWPPP and 

Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP) templates and preparation requirements; sampling 

and analysis plan and best practices; and reporting of data and inspections.  

Demonstrations of sampling and field analytical parameters are also provided.  Although 

we felt that the 8-hour class was beneficial and our instructor was very knowledgeable 

and willing to answer all of our questions, we felt that the class curriculum fell short of 

providing us with a more thorough understanding of how Caltrans manages their storm 

water program.  It would have been nice to have included a more in-depth explanation 

of how the Caltrans storm water program is organized explaining and showing the 

Caltrans districts, introducing the storm water coordinators, their staff, and consultants 

working for Caltrans, as well as, how Caltrans on-site project staff (e.g. resident engineer) 

interrelate with the storm water management program.  It would have also been good to 

cover expectations for attending and responding to Caltrans site inspections, 

Construction Compliance Evaluation Plan (CCEP) reports, and photolog reports.  Since in-

water work and 401 Water Quality Certification tasks often are performed or supervised 

by WPCMs, an explanation of the various water quality monitoring reports and the in-

water testing protocols would have been beneficial.  In short, we learned a lot, but 

walked away with more questions.  But, since the 8 hours was already filled with good 

information, this might have made it a 16-hour class—leaving some things to still be 

learned by “trial & error”. MD 

Watch the recorded 

Storm Water  

Awareness Week Work-

shop on the  

new Caltrans training 

requirements. 

Winterization Plans 

Another surprise change was included in 

the recent Caltrans specification revisions.  

It was the deletion of the annual compli-

ance certification and its replacement with 

the new winterization plan requirement.  

The winterization plan is actually a SWPPP 

amendment to be signed by the WPCM.  It 

is to be prepared based on a field visit, is 

due to Caltrans by September 15, and to be 

implemented by the contractor no later 

than November 1.  According to Caltrans specification 13-3.01C(2)(a), the winterization 

plan must describe the preparation for the upcoming rainy season including the following: 

1. Updated schedule 
2. Materials and labor 
3. Management of storm water through the job site including: 

• Run-on 

• Run-off 

• Conveyance downslope 

4. Management of areas within the job site including: 

• Areas where work is suspended 

• Areas of soil stabilization 

• New disturbed soil areas 

5. Changes to monitoring locations 
6. Slope stabilization 

Did you miss Storm Water Awareness Week?  

Check out what more than 500 other viewers were 

able to watch for free.  25 workshops are still online 

and still free! 

stormwaterawareness.org 

Meet Brandon 

He is the person 

drafting the new 

Construction 

General Permit.  

Check out what he has 

to say. 

Need a WPCM on your jobsite? 

Call us for a free quote. 

https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/live-courses/
mailto:jteravskis@wgr-sw.com
mailto:mlewis@wgr-sw.com
mailto:jgmartz@wgr-sw.com
https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/join.php?ID=S758_DNrQ0E&Title=Caltrans%20SWPPP/WPCP%20Compliance%20and%20Training&CompanyID=5&Passcode=970191&VideoType=Y
https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/join.php?ID=S758_DNrQ0E&Title=Caltrans%20SWPPP/WPCP%20Compliance%20and%20Training&CompanyID=5&Passcode=970191&VideoType=Y
https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/
https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/
https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/
https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/join.php?ID=458379386&Title=The%20Faces%20of%20Storm%20Water:%20Brandon%20Roosenboom&CompanyID=1&VideoType=V






 

NEW CALTRANS WPCM 
TRAINING REQUIREMENT 

  
 
On January 21, 2020, Caltrans issued a Revised Standard Specification (RSS) 
13-1.01D, detailing the requirements for Water Pollution Control Managers 
(WPCM) to complete required training prior to working on Caltrans projects. 
All projects awarded after July 5, 2020 include this RSS. 
 	
To	 become	 a	 WPC	 manager,	 alternate	 WPC	 manager,	 or	
Assistant	WPC	manager	for	Caltrans	construction	projects,	you	
must	 submit	 a	 certificate	 of	 completion	 of	 an	 8‐hour	Water	
Pollution	Control	Manager	training	course.			
	

Training	classes	are	available	now!	
	

www.veruxinc.com	
Click	on	“Book	Training	Class”	to	sign‐up.	

	
Please	 call	 or	 email	 Bob	 Shults	 for	 additional	 details	 and	
training	availability	in	your	area.		  
 

info@veruxinc.com		
916‐850‐5758	
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https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=1
https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/
https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1&products_id=13&zenid=sr0db61tnri4ojcm4tbqvi23q6
https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/


Quick QSP Quips 

Required Inspections 
Risk 1, 2 & 3 – Traditional Projects: 
• Weekly BMP inspections 
• Pre-storm (within 48 hours before) 
• Post-storm (within 48 hours after) 
• During storms (every 24 hours) 
• Quarterly for non-storm water flows 

Risk 2 & 3 – Traditional Projects: 
• Daily inspect immediate access roads for 

sediment and track out 
LUP Types 1, 2 & 3 Projects: 
• Daily visual BMP inspections  and ensure 

that photographs of the site are taken 
before, during, and after storm events are 
taken during inspections, and submitted 
through the State Water Board’s SMARTS 
website once every three rain events. 

LUP Types 2 & 3 Projects: 
• Pre-storm (within 48 hours before) 
• Post-storm (within 48 hours after) 
• During storms (every 24 hours) 

Risk 3 & LUP Type 3 Projects: 
• If triggered, receiving water or 

bioassessment observations 
 
 
 

Sampling Requirements 
Risk 1 – Traditional Projects: 
• Only for non-visible pollutants if triggered 

Risk 2 & 3 – Traditional Projects: 
• Discharge monitoring (pH and turbidity) at least 

3 times per day when there is a discharge 
• Non-visible pollutants if triggered. 

Risk 3 – Traditional Projects: 
• Upstream and downstream receiving water 

testing if triggered. 
• Bioassessment if triggered. 

LUP Type 1 Projects: 
• Only for non-visible pollutants if triggered 

LUP Types 2 & 3 Projects: 
• Discharge monitoring (pH and turbidity) at least 

3 times per day when there is a discharge 
• Non-visible pollutants if triggered. 

LUP Type 3 Projects: 
• Upstream and downstream receiving water 

testing if triggered. 
• Bioassessment if triggered. 

Non-visible sampling – All Risk and Type Levels: 
• Triggered by a breach, malfunction, leakage, or 

spill observed during a visual inspection. 
• Collected during the first 2 hours of discharge. 
• Two samples one at the affected discharge 

point and another at an unaffected area 
RAIN EVENT ACTION PLANS 

 Required of Risk 2 & 3 traditional 
projects only.  LUPs are not required 
to prepare REAPs. 

 Are triggered by a 50% or greater 
possibility of rain per the NOAA 
weather forecast at www.weather.gov  

 Must be prepared within 48 hours of 
the predicted storm event. 

 Must be implemented and a paper 
copy on-site within 24 hours of the 
predicted storm event.  

 Must be prepared by a QSP. 

Qualifying Rain Events 
A qualifying rain event is “any event that produces 
0.5 inches or more precipitation with a 48 hour or 
greater period between rain events.”  In other 
words, it is a period of rain that is “bookended” by 
dry weather that is at least 48 hours long. 

Sampling Exemptions 
1. It is not a “qualifying rain event”. 
2. During dangerous weather conditions such 

as flooding and electrical storms. 
3. Outside of scheduled site business hours. 

Remember to document if any of these exemptions are 
applicable to your project. 

http://www.weather.gov/


 

Numeric Action Levels 

Prepare a NAL exceedance report within 
10 days if either of the following is true 
about your project’s daily average: 
 

pH is <6.5 or >8.5 
Turbidity is >250 NTU 

 
 NALs are daily averages of 

monitoring data from all discharge 
points for the entire day. 

 pH must be averaged 
logarithmically.  Averaging tool is at 
www.wgr-sw.com/pH  

 NAL exceedance reports must be 
uploaded onto SMARTS. 

Rules of Engagement for Sampling 

The following are helpful guidelines that 
have been extracted from the permit to 
assist you in knowing when to sample: 

1. If there is no discharge, 
then no sample is 
required. 

2. Collect a minimum of 3 
samples per day for the 
entire site. 

3. Each day, collect at least 
one sample from each 
point of discharge. 

Best Management Practices 
 Risk 1 mandatory BMPs are found in Attachment C. 
 Risk 2 mandatory BMPs are found in Attachment D. 
 Risk 3 mandatory BMPs are found in Attachment E. 
 LUP mandatory BMPs are found in Attachment A. 
 The QSP must use a checklist for inspections and include a description of the BMPs evaluated 

and the deficiencies noted. 
 Corrective action must begin within 72 hours of identification and be completed as soon as 

possible.  
 Inactive areas of soil disturbance that are not scheduled to be disturbed for at least 14 days 

must have effective soil cover. 
 Projects must establish and maintain effective perimeter controls and stabilize all construction 

entrances and exits to sufficiently control erosion and sediment discharges from the site. 
 Risk Levels 2 & 3 and LUP Types 2 & 3 projects 

must apply linear sediment controls along the toe of 
the slope, face of the slope, and at the grade 
breaks of exposed slopes to comply with the table 
shown at the right. 

Questions?  Call the QSP Help Hotline: 

(209) 649-0877 or email at 

jteravskis@wgr-sw.com 

Quick QSP Quips copyrighted October 2013 

By WGR Southwest, Inc. 

www.wgr-sw.com 

https://wgr-sw.com/pH/
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Need Christmas shopping ideas? Check out these awesome finds.! 

Original artwork by Julia’s Watercolors 2020 

1. Waterproof Rainslicker Jacket -  HIS  &  HERS 

2. WGR’s Customizable Storm Water Inspection App 
(contact jteravskis@wgr-sw.com for more information) 

3. Frogg Toggs Water-Resistant Pants - HIS  &  HERS 

4. Free Storm Water Newsletter Subscriptions 

5. FORGE - Online Learning Subscription 

6. Flannel Lined Work Jeans - HIS  &  HERS 

7. Rain Boots - HIS  &  HERS 

8. Bullard 4 Point Pinlock Suspension  Hard Hat 

9. Leather Briefcase - HIS  &  HERS 

10. Company Logo Blazer - HIS  & HERS 

11. Water/Tea/Cold Brew Coffee Insulated Infuser Bottle 

12. Safety Vest 

13. Fleece Lined Flannel Shirt - HIS  &  HERS 

14. pH Meter  

15. Rite In The Rain Waterproof Notebook and Pen 

16. Deerskin Work Gloves  

17. HydroFlask Insulated Coffee Mug 

https://www.landsend.com/products/mens-waterproof-rain-slicker-jacket/id_332271?attributes=11657,43307,43326,43398,44255,44379,44967
https://www.landsend.com/products/womens-squall-insulated-waterproof-winter-parka-coat-with-hood/id_349442?attributes=28928,43307,43326,43398,44256,44379,44967
mailto:jteravskis@wgr-sw.com?subject=Holiday%20Gift%20Guide%20Storm%20Water%20Inspection%20App%20Inquiry
https://www.froggtoggs.com/tekk-toad-pant-4345
https://www.froggtoggs.com/women-s-pro-action-pants
https://wgr-sw.com/lists/?p=subscribe&id=1
https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/
https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/32781?page=beans-double-l-jeans-flannel-lined-classic-fit&csp=a&feat=121574-recsbottom.pdp
https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/118951?page=womens-true-shape-jean-classic-fit-straight-leg-fleece-lined-misses&bc=12-27-622&feat=622-GN1&csp=a&pos=40
https://www.amazon.com/Bogs-Forge-Industrial-Steel-Black/dp/B001A5SZDI/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=rain+boots+industrial&qid=1604512688&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Caterpillar-Footwear-Stormers-Unisex-Waterproof/dp/B07V6MZ2XC/ref=sr_1_50?dchild=1&keywords=rain+boots+industrial+womens+steel+toe&qid=1604512783&sr=8-50
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Bullard-White-4-Point-Pinlock-Suspension-Cap-Style-Hard-Hat-HH61WHY-VPD12/300151333
https://www.amazon.com/Jack-Chris-Briefcase-Messenger-MB005-9L/dp/B07RNQYPL7/ref=sr_1_10?dchild=1&keywords=genuine%2Bleather%2Bbriefcase%2Bfor%2Bmen&qid=1604512027&sr=8-10
https://www.amazon.com/Kattee-Womens-Genuine-Leather-Shoulder/dp/B00M3OHVGM/ref=sr_1_19?dchild=1&keywords=briefcase%2Bfor%2Bwomen&qid=1604512257&refinements=p_72%3A2661618011%2Cp_36%3A2661614011&rnid=2661611011&s=apparel&sr=1-19&th=1
https://business.landsend.com/Men/Blazers-%26-Jackets/Blazers-%26-Jackets/Men%27s-Tailored-Yearrounder-Suit-Jacket/p/4875138
https://business.landsend.com/Women/Blazers-%26-Jackets/Blazers/Women%27s-Washable-Wool-Modern-One-Button-Blazer/p/5090170
https://www.amazon.com/Teabloom-All-Purpose-Beverage-Insulated-Extra-Fine/dp/B07GCY3Z9D/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=fancy%2Btravel%2Bcoffee%2Bmug&qid=1604512359&sr=8-8&th=1
https://www.homedepot.com/p/ERB-S149-XL-Hi-Viz-Lime-Poly-Solid-Front-Mesh-Back-Safety-Vest-61833/301867898
https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/90568?page=fleece-lined-flannel-shirt-with-pocket-plaid-mens-regular&bc=514752-514753&feat=514753-GN1&csp=a&pos=2
https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/121604?page=fleece-lined-flannel-shirt-snap-front-plaid-misses&bc=12-27-607&feat=607-GN1&csp=a&pos=10
https://www.amazon.com/VIVOSUN-0-05ph-Accuracy-Readout-Temperature/dp/B06XKMH86J/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=ph+meter&qid=1604511745&sr=8-3
https://www.riteintherain.com/4-75x7-5-hard-cover-book
https://www.riteintherain.com/pocket-pen-black-ink
https://www.llbean.com/llb/shop/120982?page=mens-deerskin-glove-mens&bc=&feat=work%20gloves-SR0&csp=a&searchTerm=work%20gloves&pos=1
https://www.hydroflask.com/12-oz-coffee-mug



