
 

 

The Monthly Dirt 
A monthly newsletter on the California 
Construction General Permit 
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Please contact us if you have any questions … 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-131
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-131
mailto:jteravskis@wgr-sw.com
mailto:mlewis@wgr-sw.com
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/construction/documents/environmental-compliance/field-guide-to-construction-site-dewatering-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/construction/documents/environmental-compliance/field-guide-to-construction-site-dewatering-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/construction/documents/environmental-compliance/field-guide-to-construction-site-dewatering-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/construction/documents/environmental-compliance/field-guide-to-construction-site-dewatering-a11y.pdf


Regional Board De-Watering Permits: 
Regional Board Region Permit Name / Number Link Types of Discharges Covered 

1 – North Coast Low Threat Discharges to 
Surface Waters in the North 
Coast Region  
R1-2015-003 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/bo
ard_decisions/adopted_orders/pdf/2015/15031
2_0003_Low_Threat_General_Order.pdf  

Among other types of discharges… 
• Construction dewatering of groundwater, captured storm water, or any non-storm 

water where sediment and naturally occurring parameters (e.g., naturally 
occurring metals or salts, temperature, pH, etc.) are the only pollutants of concern 
and these pollutants are in compliance with applicable water quality objectives;  

• Hydrostatic testing of newly constructed pipelines, tanks, and reservoirs used for 
purposes other than potable water supplies, where chlorine, chlorine byproducts 
and naturally occurring parameters (e.g., naturally occurring metals, temperature, 
pH, etc.) in the water supply are the only pollutants of concern; 

2 – San Francisco Bay None   
3 – Central Coast NPDES General Permit for 

Discharges with Low Threat 
to Water Quality 
R3-2017-0042 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/b
oard_decisions/adopted_orders/2017/npdes_g
eneral_order_r3-2017-0042.pdf  

Low-threat discharges are discharges that contain minimal amounts of pollutants and 
pose little or no threat to water quality and the environment.  These discharges may be 
treated and discharged on either continuous or batch bases.  Discharge flow rates are 
generally limited to those rates specified in this Order and do not exceed 0.3million 
gallons per day (MGD). 

4 – Los Angeles Waste Discharge 
Requirements for Discharges 
Of Groundwater From 
Construction And Project 
Dewatering To Surface 
Waters In Coastal 
Watersheds Of Los Angeles 
And Ventura Counties 
R4-2018-0125 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/bo
ard_decisions/adopted_orders/general_orders/
r4-2018-0125/OrderNoR4-2018-
0125(Order).pdf  

Discharges covered under this General Permit include groundwater generated from 
permanent or temporary dewatering operations or other appropriate wastewater 
discharge not specifically covered in other general or individual NPDES permits.  In 
addition, this General Permit covers discharges from cleanup of contaminated sites 
where other project specific general permits may not be appropriate, such as 
groundwater impacted by metals and/or other toxic compounds.  This General Permit 
also covers discharges from dewatering operations in the vicinity of creeks where 
surface waters and groundwaters are hydrologically connected and have similar water 
chemistry.  Creekside discharges that qualify under this General Permit will not be 
required to comply with the waterbody specific limitations for total dissolved solids 
(TDS), sulfate or chloride.  The purpose of this approach to regulating creekside 
discharges is to avoid requiring a discharger to treat a surface waterbody to lower than 
naturally occurring, background, mineral content.  In such circumstance, cycling the 
extracted creekside water back into the waterbody would not cause any decrease in the 
quality of the waterbody or degradation. 

5 – Central Valley Waste Discharge 
Requirements Limited Threat 
Discharges to Surface 
Waters 
R5-2022-0006 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/b
oard_decisions/adopted_orders/general_order
s/r5-2022-0006_npdes.pdf  

Clean or relatively pollutant-free wastewaters that pose little or no threat to water quality 
which include the following:  

• Well Development Water 
• Construction Dewatering 
• Pump/Well Testing o Pipeline/Tank Pressure Testing  
• Pipeline/Tank Flushing or Dewatering 
• Condensate 
• Water Supply System 
• Aggregate Mine 
• Filter Backwash Water 
• Other wastewater that does require treatment 
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Regional Board Region Permit Name / Number Link Types of Discharges Covered 

6 - Lahontan NPDES General Permit for 
Limited Threat Discharges to 
Surface Waters 
R6T-2014-0049 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/boar
d_decisions/adopted_orders/2014/docs/49.pdf  

This General Permit covers discharges from the following sources, provided that the 
discharge does not contain or produce significant quantities of pollutants that could 
adversely affect designated beneficial uses: 

• Diverted stream flow 
• Construction dewatering 
• Dredged spoils dewatering 
• Subterranean seepage dewatering 
• Well construction and pump testing 
• Hydrostatic testing of pipelines, tanks, etc. 
• Water treatment plant backflushing 
• Fire hydrant testing and flushing 

Storm Water Discharges 
Associated with Construction 
Activity in the Lake Tahoe 
Hydrologic Unit 
R6T-2016-0010 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/wate
r_issues/programs/storm_water/docs/r6t_2016
_0010_cgp_combined.pdf  

Discharges of non-storm water may be necessary for certain construction projects.  
Such discharges include, but are not limited to, irrigation of vegetation, erosion control 
measures, pipe flushing and testing, and construction dewatering.  These discharges 
are authorized under the following conditions … (refer to the permit link) 

7 – Colorado River General Waste Discharge 
Requirements for Low Threat 
Discharges to Surface 
Waters within the Colorado 
River Basin Region 
R7-2015-0006 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/
board_decisions/adopted_orders/orders/2015/
0006lowthreat_general_order.pdf  

Treated or untreated groundwater from permanent or temporary dewatering operations 
to construct or protect pipelines and structures from groundwater infiltration or flotation. 

8 – Santa Ana Genera Waste Discharge 
Requirements for Discharges 
to Surface Waters that Pose 
an Insignificant (De Minimis) 
Threat to Water Quality 
R8-2020-006 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/boar
d_decisions/adopted_orders/orders/2020/R8-
2020-0006.pdf  

The types of wastewater discharges regulated under this Order include the following 
(among other things):  

• Construction dewatering wastes; 
• Wastes associated with well installation, development, test pumping and 

purging 
• Aquifer testing wastes; 
• Dewatering wastes from subterranean seepage (except for discharges from 

utility vaults); 
• Discharges resulting from hydrostatic testing of vessels, pipelines, tanks, 

etc. 
9 – San Diego General Waste Discharge 

Requirements for 
Groundwater Extraction 
Discharges to Surface 
Waters 
R9-2015-0013 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/boar
d_decisions/adopted_orders/2015/R9-2015-
0013.pdf  

Groundwater extraction discharges from the following sources (among other things): 
• Construction dewatering; 
• Foundation drains 
• Water from crawl space pumps 
• Water from footing drains 
• Trench and ditch dewatering; 
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REGISTER  TO  HOST  A  STORM  WATER  AWARENESS  WEEK  2022  WORKSHOP !   IT 'S  EASY !   1  HOUR ,  ONLINE

OR  IN-PERSON ,  A  STORM  WATER  TOPIC  OF  YOUR  CHOICE ,  AND  IT 'S  FREE:    STORMWATERAWARENESS.ORG

https://www.stormwaterawareness.org/


Erosion Theory
it's like a summer vacation & work trip all rolled into one!

wgr-sw.com/training

https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/
https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/course/erosion-theory-lessons-from-the-grand-canyon/


Biological Monitoring

Need  a  biological  monitor  or  technician  to  provide

support,  monitoring,  and  analysis  for  your  project

that  must  comply  with  State  Water  Board,

Department  of  Fish  & Wildlife,  or  US  Army  Corps  of

Engineers  requirements?   We  may  have  the  solution

you  need  for  these  monitoring  requirements.   

Environmental  & Site  

 Inspections

Installation  Monitoring

Post-Installation  Monitoring

and  Reporting

Mitigation  Monitoring  &

Reporting

Dredging  Monitoring

Environmental  Regulation

Compliance

Clean  Water  Act  Permitting

and  Compliance

California  Department  of

Fish  and  Wildlife  Streambed

Alteration  Agreements

401,  404,  and  Section  1600

Permit  Compliance

Federal  Endangered

Species  Act  Compliance

Geographic  Information

Systems  & Digital  Mapping

Biological  Resource  Support

Environmental  Awareness

Programs

Environmental  Project

Management

Helping  you  to

protect  natural

habi tat  and  resources

on  your  project .

BIOLOGIST SERVICES

Monitoring Compliance Training & Support

For  more  information,  contact  dteravskis@wgr-sw.com

Danielle  has  had  experience  as  a  biological  technician  providing  monitoring  for  several  notable  organizations

including  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife.   She  specializes  in  monitoring  construction  activities  and  the  impact  on  wildlife,

conducting  field  investigations  for  habitat  analysis,  and  monitoring  for  protected  species.

MEET  THE  BIOLOGIST:

Daniel le  Teravskis,  Biological  Monitor

WGR  is  a  California  Micro  Small  Business  - SB(Micro) Certification  ID  #62503.



QSP/QSD
TRAINING

online

July 26-28
register at www.wgr-sw.com/training

https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/course/online-qsp-qsd-training-july-2022/
https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/course/online-qsp-qsd-training-july-2022/
https://secure.wgr-sw.com/training/



