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NAUGHTY OR NICE?

He’s making a list, he’s checking it twice, he’s gonna find
out who'’s naughty or nice ...

You have probably noticed this is the time of year all the
kiddos are particularly being on their best behavior. They
know someone is watching and HE will know if they have
been behaving or not. Even the older kids know if they
want any hope of getting that special request on their gift
list, they better not be irritating Mom and Dad. So if it is
mid-December and you find those dishes mysteriously
washed and the dirty clothes are not in their normal spot
(on the floor), you know someone is hoping for something
special under the tree. When it comes to the Water Board,
did you know there is a “Naughty or Nice” list? There, in
fact, is such a list, although it goes under other names such
as the benchmark exceedance list or BAT/BCT compliant
facilities list. In this edition of The Rain Events, we will look at how to get off of the State’s
Naughty List and how to stay on to the Regional Board’s Nice List. Although you may not
get a present or a lump a coal, being on the right list will certainly allow you to better enjoy
your holidays knowing your storm water compliance program is behaving nicely.

The Regional Board’s Naughty & Nice List Criteria

Naughty Nice
Exceeded benchmarks Collected two samples per year
Annual report was late Values are below the benchmarks

BMPs do not meet the BAT / BCT Pollution prevention team meets
standard regularly to evaluate BMPs

SWPPP is not current Employees trained on sampling and
BMPs

pollutants Liquid hazardous materials are in

Storm water comes into contact with

Have not filed a NOI secondary containment




The State’s Naughty List
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Home | About Us | Public Notices | Board Info | Board Decisions | Water Issues | Publications/f orms | Press Room

Everyone knows that Santa has a
“naughty and nice” list, but did you

rucking System 2

N Wl o 5t Water Muhtiple Applicati Report Tracking Syst SMARTS! BTG
know that the State Water Resources [ Wokcome t tom Wata Muipe Applcaion and Report TacingSysen SUARTS,
CalEF -“m ol faciltias, consin tas, and small linaar p Starm Water program is alsa G
State and Reglonal " it i = ‘i aing inating Noti { Intent (NCHs), annual |20 -
Control Board also keeps a “naughty UE o n T 05 and mainisining th biling status of aach dscharger. | pessword:

Laws/ tions
H Lt H SMARTS has b devaloped 1 vide ling ool b 1 disch, in submittin
list”. In fact, it is on line where anyone i NOIs, NECs, NOTS, and Al Ropiorts. s wollas. vowinglprinting Focoipt Lotlers, | L9gin
' us of submitted documents, and viewing thair applicationirenawal fae
Fending and A abso allw the Regional Board and $tale Board staff to process

can see who is getting a lump of coal Emmu.xmm 2nd rach the dincharge submited documants Notsigned up with SWARTS yor?
. . . R rts, and View/Print annual fees,

this Christmas. You can access it o

through the SMARTS system at:

To submit the Industrial Annual Reportin SMARTS, pleasa fill cut the LEP Registration

IO - and enail it 1o
SWRCE

Storm Waler Section

PO Box 1977

Sacramento, CA 958121977

phease cick the "Sign Up™ button.”
| Sugn Up | tislp
Forgot User 1D or password?

ck har

WATER BOARD LINKS
SMARTS is a us ccount and password protecled system where a valid user account and in viewing i
https ://Smarts .Wate rboards .ca. q OV/ password is ned iLou a“icl,::s,l::t::slem To create an account, please click the “Sign Up”™  |NOUSWPPP documents or Annual

button on the right s Report data?
I you have any questions of for furth lick [ Viwe 59 Data ]
866-563-3107 Monday thru Friday B Click Here 1st

o can gov

The violations report for the period of Storm Water Data Public Access
July 1 through Dec. 19 shows there

were 653 violations State-Wide; of | Storm Water Overview Report
those 512 Were due to Iate Or = Search for Owners/Operators or Facilities/Sites

Inspection Overview Report
« Download NOI Data By Reqgional Board . .
deﬁCient annual reports 89 were Violation Overview Report & here last
rl:

Storm Water Overview Reports

» Storm Water Reports - Industrial
Enforcement Overview Repol

given for deficient BMPs, and 29 were - Storm Water Reports - Construction
issued to dischargers for not - tom Weter Overview Repots w
+ Download Construction NOI Risk Dal\Jby Regional Board

submitting a NOI for permit coverage.

We Hove av November Contest Winner'!

Larry Eshelman submitted the winning answer!

The question was ...

According to the Industrial General Permit, what is
the definition of “significant quantities” ?

The answer is ... “Significant Materials” includes, but is not
limited to: raw materials; fuels; materials such as solvents,
detergents, and plastic pellets; finished materials such as metallic
products; raw materials used in food processing or production;
hazardous substances designated under CERLCA; any chemical
the facility is required to report pursuant to Section 313 of SARA;
fertilizers; pesticides; and waste products such as ashes, slag, and
sludge that have the potential to be released with storm water

discharges.

. ——_

Larry will receive a $25 gift card to m-r@m to buy a post-Christmas feast.


https://smarts.waterboards.ca.gov/

“To Do List” for December:

e Look for illicit discharges and do the 2" Quarter Non-Storm
Water Observations (Forms 2 & 3 by December 31%).

e Collect the first sample event of the season, or if you already got
your first, try for the second one.

o Perform the monthly storm water observations (Form 4).

e Review the storm water analytical data and compare them to the
benchmarks.

Draft Industrial Permit Update...Still Waiting!

There is nothing new to report on the proposed draft industrial permit. It seems that the Municipal
Storm Water (MS4) Permit is a higher priority with the State Board at the present time. However...
please continue to monitor the following website...

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/storm water/indstpermits.shtmi



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/indstpermits.shtml

g The Compliance Corner ...

What are the Benchmanks and what do they mean to my oite?

Did you know that the word “benchmark” - -
doesn’t appear in the current California Benchmarks / Numeric Action Levels
Industrial General Permit? | know ... it's PARAMETER USEPA NAL REPORTING
hard to believe; but check it out for VALUE UNITS
ourselff  So how did benchmarks pH 8090 £0-9.0
y : . . Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 100 mg/L
become so integral to the Industrial Specific Conductance 200 umhos/cm
Permit? Where do they come from and Oil & Grease 15 mg/L
are they relevant to storm water runoff ;F’ta'?f?alm'c Carbon(TOC) 0;(130 mg;t
it o . inc, Total .26* mg
from my facility? The following Copper, Total 50330 o/
information on benchmarks may help to Lead, Total 0.262% mg/L
answer the preceding questions. Chemical Oxygen Demand 120 mg/L
. . Aluminum, Total 0.75 mg/L
v With a couple of exceptions, the Iron, Total 1 mg/L
benchmarks primarily come from the Nitrate + Nitrite Nitrogen 0.68 mg/L as N
U.S. EPA’s Multisector General Storm Z?T:am':n*;fphoms 129 mgr:]Lgf‘LSP
th_e_r NPDES Per_mlt for mdystrlgl Magnesium, Total 0.0636 molL
facilities. The table listed at the right is Arsenic, Total 0.16854 mg/L
from the proposed California IGP; but, Cadmium, Total 0.0053* mg/L
it is consistent with the Federal permit. Nickel, Total 1.02* mg/l
Mercury, Total 0.0024 mg/L
v Some of the metal benchmark Selenium, Total 0.2385 mg/L
. i *
concentrations are now hardness Silver, Total 0.0183 mo/L
derived: which means vou will need to Biochemical Oxygen Demand 30 mg/L
erived, y - * Hardness dependent benchmark level, need the hardness concentration of the receiving water
know the “hardness” of the receiving | tocalculate the benchmark. The maximum level is shown in the table. The actual benchmark
water to calculate the benchmark that | levelmay be lower.
applies to your discharge.

v' Benchmarks are not effluent limits but are, what is now being referred to as, “Numeric Action

Levels”.

v’ Benchmark exceedances may indicate the facility’'s BMPs are not adequate in meeting the
BAT/BCT standard. The IGP requires the iterative approach, which compels the discharger to
take corrective action until the facility has BMPs in place that meet the BAT/BCT standard.

v/ However, benchmark exceedances do not absolutely indicate that the facility does not have

BAT/BCT in place. If the facility can substantiate it has in place BMPs that meet the BAT/BCT
standard, then the discharger is compliant even if there is a benchmark exceedance. We have
seen several facilities incorporating a wide variety of BMPs to control metals or nitrates including
source control, covering materials, procedural controls, and even treatment control BMPs. But
even after spending a significant amount of effort and costs, although the concentrations have
dropped significantly, they still remain above benchmarks. We confirmed with the State Water
Board that in cases like this, the benchmark exceedance would not necessarily indicate the
discharge has failed to achieve the BAT/BCT standard.

v Benchmarks only apply to areas of “industrial activity”. If you have a roof that does not have vents
or a dust collection system on it that may act as a pollutant source or if you have a parking lot or
paved area not having industrial activity on it, you can change the drainage from these areas or
structures so that they do not commingle with runoff from areas of industrial activity. The permit
does not require a discharger to collect samples from non-industrial areas.



December Storm Water Contest

Try it out! You can win!

By January 3, 2012, submit a response for the following
question by email to jteravskis@wgr-sw.com .

According to the Industrial General Permit,
what is the definition of “Storm Water
Associated with Industrial Activity”?

All persons submitting the correct answer will be placed in a
drawing. The winner will receive a $25 e-gift card to

'I-#; CHILI'S .

Please contact us if you have any questions ...

= Rain Events Newsletter Editor:
»2 John Teravskis jteravskis@wqr-sw.com
(209) 334-5363 ext. 202

Technical Questions about Storm Water Compliance?
Call ...

Aaron Ortiz, aortiz@wgr-sw.com, (209) 810-5151

John Teravskis, jteravskis@wgr-sw.com, (209) 649-0877
Bill Senner, bsenner@war-sw.com, (310) 629-5260
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